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Dr. Thompson 
English 3120 
Fall 2011 

Jean Rhys: “Let Them Call It 
Jazz” (1961) 

Ngugi Wa 
Thiong’O,  “Decolonizing the 
Mind” (1986) 

Ngugi Wa 
Thiong’O,  “Decolonizing the Mind” (1986) 
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 Project of European political 
domination that ended with 
national liberation movements 
of the 1960s. 
An international and 
(eventually) global cultural 
system. 
A policy by which a nation 
maintains or extends its control 
over foreign dependencies. 

An attribute of late nineteenth-
century imperialists. 
• Who conquered large tracts of the 

world to rule, in Kipling's words, 
‘new-caught, sullen peoples, | Half-
devil and half-child’ (“The White 
Man's Burden”). 
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Profit and Extension  of 
Power. 

Economic exploitation 
of colony's natural 
resources including 
human labor; creation of 
new markets for the 
colonizer. 

Expansion of sphere of 
influence:  religious 
conversion of natives, 
implementation of 
politcal / legal systems; 
language.  (2538) 
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colonization  (2536, 
2539)  

Usurpation of 
language and 
culture (2537, 2538) 

Murogi wa 
Kagogo 
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Jean Rhys (neé Ella Gwendolyn Rees Williams) 
B

io
gr

ap
h

y Creole  

Experience: 
arrested in 1949 
for assault. 
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History of Jazz 

England’s Caribbean 
Windrush Generation: 
1948-1972 

British Afro-Caribbean  
Community 

Holloway Prison (2369) 

• Contemporary song: 
“Holloway Girl” 

Realism: Focuses on this life, 
this world.  

Uses a narrative position to observe ethical issues 
accurately. (2361) 
• Historical Context for Selena’s POV (2365) 

Presents what people are rather than what they ought to 
be.  

• Sims (2362, 2363) 
• Selina’s reflection (2370) 

Avoids the tragic or cataclysmic situation or defuse it to everyday 
proportions. (2365) 

• Selena’s Song (2366, 2370, 2372) 
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Realism cont. 
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A textual 
reflection of 
the 
experience--
material, 
psychological 
or both--of 
reality (2367, 
2368) 
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Emphasize 
real horror 
the house 
(2362)  
and the 
“castle” (2370)  
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emphasizes 
the complexity 
of moral 
choice (2364) 
Relativistic or 
pluralistic 
truth(s) (2371) 

Veronica Marie Gregg: Jean Rhys's Historical 
Imagination: Reading and Writing the Creole 

Gregg p. 179 
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More from Gregg 

Gregg 180 


